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Jesus said, "Whatever you did 
for one of the least of these

brothers and sisters of Mine, 
you did for Me."

(Matthew 25:40)

World Vision
Challenge to Churches



What joy it is to welcome the longer, warmer days of Spring!  We've
had a challenging winter with heavy rainstorms causing much
flooding and damage. Meanwhile, the Northern Hemisphere is
experiencing severe drought and destructive fires. The reality of
climate change has hit us, and as Christians, we have responsibilities
while dwelling in God's Creation.  Nativity is joining our Diocesan Eco-
church, which is part of a worldwide Christian initiative striving to
preserve our planet as the 'good stewards' that God charged us to be. 

As work begins on our new hall, a farewell to the old stage saw talented and comedic parishioners walk the
boards one final time before the demolition. 'Five minutes of Fame' was a great concert; followed by soup
and buns as both 8am and 10am congregations split the difference and enjoyed a combined service at 9am.

Among recent events at Nativity was a singalong of grand old hymns and the birth of a Beer Appreciation
group. A study group called 'The Well' has shared thoughtful meditations, and the children's ministries are
drawing in a great crop of youngsters. Tunes for Tots continues to be a vibrant community outreach to
mothers and their youngsters. You can read more about these groups on the following pages.

As we observe glorious blossoms adorn trees, and bulbs breaking through the warming earth, we see the
potential of our budding young people, the hope of our future. Our Nativity family has faced real challenges
through Covid and winter, but we're eagerly awaiting new directions as we seek to serve God in our
community. Nativity is in good heart and we anticipate great things as the seasons change.

Our cover reminds us that, although we've had too much rain, water is a desperately needed commodity in
so many parched places. We are joining with World Vision to offer our help to those thirsty souls; for we are
blessed with the Water of Life.

As some people move away from Blenheim, others arrive to make this place home. Let us continue to hold
our spire erect, a symbol of God's family over the heart of Blenheim. Let's pray for those who leave us, and
welcome newcomers into our midst.

Editorial           by Rose Francis

Lucas - Calling  the Community to Worship



Jesus said, "I was sick and you visited Me......
For whatever you did for the least of these

brothers and sisters of Mine you did it to Me." 
Matthew 25:36,40

I don’t know about you, but I am very much looking forward to a change in the
season. It seemed to be warming up for a time there, but as I write it is 8.4°C and
going down to -1°C. Although I love snowboarding, I am a big fan of summer.
That’s not bad in itself but I have had to remind myself not to grumble about the
temperature, otherwise, it can become a bit of a habit that spills over into other
areas of life. 

In his letter to the Philippians, Paul wrote, ‘in any and all circumstances I have
learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of
being in need.’ He learned to be content, and he did this ‘through him who
strengthens me.’ 

A key, I think, to being content is to recognize the presence and strengthening of
Christ in the current season we find ourselves. Rather than complaining, how
could our response change to be one of reflection on what God might be doing
now? 

Revd. Glen Ashworth

VICAR'S
UPDATE

We have been through some seasons recently and while I look forward to the things we have planned for the
rest of the year – the Matthew 25 Challenge; a series on what it means to be the family of God on mission;
church events - we must engage with what God is doing right now. Otherwise, we might miss, among the trials
and difficulties of our current season, the treasures of today.    

It is a privilege to be involved in pastoral care at Nativity. It is a team
ministry and we are fortunate to have many people who have a heart
for pastoral care and are part of the team. We are always looking for
more people to join.

Nativity offers many pastoral care ministries to meet people’s needs.
Nativity is providing parishioner phoning, home visiting, retirement
village services and visiting, parish meals, pastoral transport, home
communion and bereavement care. There are also missional and
pastoral groups to attend such as Link, Care and Share, AAW and
Tune for Tots.

If you know anybody who needs pastoral care, or you want to be part of any of the pastoral care ministries
please contact Roz in the office or Jane Sheat.

 

One way Nativity 

accepts the challenge 

of Matthew 25 

is through 

Pastoral Care

 
Jane  Sheat, Pastoral Care Coordinator writes......

PASTORAL CARE

(Phil 4:12)



PENTECOSTPENTECOSTPENTECOST                     CELEBRATIONSCELEBRATIONSCELEBRATIONS
What joyful celebrations they were! 

At the service, the ribbons representing the spirit of unity swirled
around the church and then each person attached their piece of

ribbon onto the 'church' as they went forward for Communion.
Following the service, the church family enjoyed a 

celebratory luncheon in the hall which had been
magnificently decorated for the occasion.   

Nativity youth and kids set up a photo booth.  Rod Tyney and Alex Smith led us in singing grace in a round.  
Bill Bristed played incidental background music adding to the party atmosphere. 

5th June



10th              
Held
on.....

2022July

MINISTRY FAIR



Nativity is the fun place for Mums, Dads,
Grandparents and Carers to bring pre-

schoolers on a Friday morning for music,
singing, craft, play and morning tea! 

 'Drum-roll'  to a fantastic team of leaders
and helpers.

 

Music leaders - Sarah Ashworth and
Linda Lloyd (right)

 

Coordinator -Sue Gosling (left) giving a
Beginners Bible to a child moving on.

'Thank you' team for the joy you bring.



Tunes 4 tots - 9.30am Friday- School term 



After a combined service on the 21st August 2022, the church family crowded into the hall to enjoy
superb, and at times hilarious, 'Five Minutes of Fame' presentations, as a way to farewell the stage. 
 What a talented bunch Nativity folk are!  A hearty lunch followed. 

The removal of the stage will be the first part of Nativity's hall renovations. The north-facing wall at
the back of the stage will be replaced with glass and will open out onto a deck. 



The Nativity Beer Appreciation Society (NBAS) was formed in
May with an inaugural meeting consisting of a discussion
about what we would like to do as a group. We have since
visited Warren Parratt's beer can collection from around the
world, (2700 in number). We have caught up at a local bar, and
brewed a dark beer together. This group is not so much about
beer but for the mutual support and edification of its members
and is open to all.                                                            Glen Ashworth
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"Good fellowship, tasty beer, informative
and a pleasant evening." 

                             Richard Dyer

'Good opportunity to talk with people I don't
usually get to talk to because of being part

of a different congregation. Also it's good to
be just standing around talking.' 

                                                  Dion Mundy



  
OutOut        &&        AboutAbout

Our people in the community

Jacinda and Kaye recently dropped into Peter Olliver’s Christian Studies classes to talk about faith and
science from a Christian perspective.  Peter had been looking at the importance of mankind’s stewardship of
God’s creation, and the study of the sciences as part of our understanding of the world.  Sadly, many people
believe there is an incompatibility between faith and science. 

Kaye and Jacinda shared their faith journey and differing perspectives on the miracle of creation and God’s
place in the world. 

The students were impressed with the fact that the vast majority of C20th Nobel Prize winners in Medicine,
Physics and Chemistry came from the Judeo-Christian tradition and that the apparent division of scientific
thought and faith is not necessarily so. 

“My goal as a Christian Studies teacher is to encourage the students in their faith and understanding of the
world we live in and to build resilience for the journey that lies ahead of them.” 

“There is no curriculum to follow. The programme is very much student-led, so we have covered some very
interesting topics during the year to date,” says Peter. 

PS Jenny Oliver also teaches at Richmond View.

Stephen and I have been taking students from Marlborough Girls’
College on tramps between two and four days to fulfil the adventurous
journey requirement of the award. 

Our favourite overnight walk is to Devils’ Creek Hut in the Richmond
Ranges while a three-day walk from Flora Saddle is always a winner with
the older students. Other places we take the students are Nelson Lakes,
St James Walkway and Abel Tasman. The Link Pathway has also been
an option when the weather has not been our friend. 

It’s hugely rewarding to see young people enjoying being together,
away from technology and enjoying the outdoors while gaining valuable
independence skills. Their capacity to talk non-stop (they do say the
funniest things) and eat vast amounts of chocolate always amazes me! 

NICCI  AND STEPHEN LEITCH 
TAKE STUDENTS 

FROM MGC TRAMPING 

JACINDA THOMPSON AND REV. KAYE DYER
VISIT RICHMOND VIEW SCHOOL

Nicci Leitch

Peter & Jenny Oliver

The Duke of Edinburgh Hillary Award scheme
is aimed at young people aged between 14
and 25 years old. There are three levels,
Bronze, Silver and Gold. 



 PETER SANGWINE IS PART OF THE
RIVERSIDE RAILWAY 
AT BRAYSHAW PARK

For the past three years, people visiting or phoning Nativity on Thursday mornings have been greeted by Peter.  
As well as assisting on reception Peter has been a member of the choir since he joined Nativity in 2006 and has
been active (for over seven years) in pastoral care ministry as one of the team with Alison Brice providing Rest
Home services.  Church has always been a focal point in Peter’s life.  While living in Picton he served on their
Vestry and choir until moving to Blenheim and joining us at Nativity Church.

Originally from Harrow, England, Peter moved to New Zealand in 1966 where he married and had three
children, two sons who now live in Wellington and a daughter who sadly died recently after a fairly short illness.  
Initially, he settled in Nelson then moved to Dunedin where he spent many years working on the railways.  Peter
met his current wife Yolanda in 1994 while on holiday in the Philippines. They married in 1995.

Railways have been a central part of Peter’s life, starting with New Zealand Railways in 1966 and then when
they became Tranzrail.  He drove a wide range of engines carrying passengers and freight throughout South
Island including the Tapanui Branch Line to Heriot and from Gore to Lumsden. These lines were closed in 1978
and Peter transferred to Picton in 1979. His final job was on the ‘Coastal Pacific’ between Picton and
Christchurch, until retiring in 2003.  In 1983 Peter joined the Blenheim Riverside Railway Society (stationed at
Brayshaw Park) and is now a ‘life member’.  He has enjoyed being the Train driver and Stationmaster and
currently does guard duty on the trains. 

Thank you Peter for your service to your community and your church – we are blessed to have you with us.

Cartoon  Corner

Service with a Smile

Jo Danks



I have been invited by our Diocese's Eco-warrior Courtenay Wilson to champion Eco-
Church at Nativity. This would involve helping our church highlight Creation care in
worship, teaching and general life. 

Our Diocese is encouraging all our churches to consider joining the Eco-Church
movement.   I am willing to encourage the awareness of our personal and corporate
footprint on Creation, and share information and ideas that can improve the damage
mankind has caused.  Discussion about Climate change and our legacy to future
generations is something we can all learn more about and help to improve. 

Whenever I have requested Nativity people to share swan plants to help me feed Monarch
caterpillars, our congregation willingly supports my efforts to bring these lovely creatures
back to Marlborough. We can learn how to encourage bird life, donate plants for our
church garden and share good plants that we have an excess of, just as we do with garden
produce. 

We can place relevant and useful information on our notice board, have informal
discussions and seek ways to engage with our now fragile environment. We can
participate in community projects that seek to restore the damage done to God’s creation.
All ages can work together for our common good. Our older folk have life experience to
share with eager young people whose bright eyes enjoy new discoveries in the endless
fascination of Nature. "The Earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof." 

My 'credentials' for this responsibility are simply a lifetime of caring for many living
creatures. I was a PR consultant for a large zoo, with daily access to all enclosures, and
wrote educational material for them. My husband and I also ran a rescue farm for 2
decades, caring for unwanted and disabled animals, including goats, donkeys, llamas,
pigs, sheep, dogs, cats and chickens. We bred ducks and peafowl. SPCA still send me
injured and orphaned birds. This year alone I cared for orphaned thrushes, starlings,
pukeko, pigeons and over 20 injured ducks which were treated and released into the
Opaua River. (They still call me their 'Quack Doctor!') Newly hatched baby birds take a lot of
time and patience to save.

God knows every sparrow that falls, and I know His eye is on every creature He creates. I
support some of Greenpeace's work highlighting the destruction of land sea and air.
Pollution and poisoning of our shared resources are things we can all become more
informed about and as God leads us, we can stand in the gap for our amazing planet.

Nativity is already making changes to reduce our footprint in Nature. We also have the
Repair Café which helps us reuse and restore damaged things. We have the plant growing
sessions led by Don and tool collections organised by Beverley.

As we have witnessed the extraordinary floods and heavy rain events, slips and rockslides
that have damaged our region in recent weeks, we know that rescue action is needed, and
as Christians, we should be leading the charge. Please leave your name with Roz at the
office, or e-mail me at llamafarmer@xtra.co.nz to keep informed of this exciting challenge.

NATIVITY - AN ECO CHURCH
Will you be an Eco-Warrior?

By Rose Francis

MAY WE ALL BECOME
RESPONSIBLE

ECO- WARRIORS! 



A Glorious Celebration of Spring!
Held on Sunday 11th September at Nativity Services, with gifts of posies for those housebound.

Thank you to Vivienne
James and the Flower

Group who dressed the
church with such beautiful

and artistic displays for
Spring Flower Sunday...  

and oh the fragrance!



"We are also starting to do
things out of church time and
recently went to Rainbow Ski
field for the day. It was
awesome fun going skiing and
it was funny watching all of us
falling in the snow but also
getting up and learning to ski.
The funniest was when one of
the boys managed to take out
the protective netting in an epic
wipeout. Fortunately no-one
was hurt during the day of fun
and falls."

"A few weeks ago at Youth we
looked at Peter's life and how
he went from being a fisherman
that no-one knew and who
made lots of mistakes to being
one of the famous disciples
who was crucified upside
down. At the moment we are
looking at the book of Acts. We
have a lot of fun playing and
learning how we can be good
disciples of God."

"At Nativity Youth we always
have a good laugh. We play lots
of funny games like the sleeping
bag race (with no rules). And
then there is the food game
(that's when you get to guess
what you are eating). I also love
playing basketball games after
church. They are also always
fun. One of the cool things that
we played was a survival game
where we had to make a list at
the start of the game of the
things we would like to use. We
were then given crazy situations
and had to explain how we
would use our equipment. This
was very funny as everyone
came up with crazy plans." 

"Overall I think that 
coming to Youth is very
fun because we always 

walk back out 
with a smile 

on our faces."

         YOUTH

Nativity
It has been a wonderful year spending time
with our enthusiastic Youth. They are eager
to learn more about Jesus and our faith as
well as have fun. We are really growing
together and are aiming to have at least one
social event a term. 

So far we have been skiing and have a few
other fun activities planned.

We have also been fortunate to have Lucy
Sheat supporting our group and providing
a youthful perspective to our Bible studies.

Our Youth add their voice...

LEADER: Di Smit 



 Silas and Rebecca Silva

and SOLID ROCK

    We appreciate Silas and Rebecca leading music at the 10.00am service.

I'm originally from Scotland and Silas is from Brazil. We met out there when we
were both sixteen. He played the keyboard at the local church and my parents
were running children's homes. In 2008 Silas followed me out here, proposed, and
we got married.

In January last year, exactly 12 years and 4 children later, Silas and I moved to
Blenheim. An opportunity had arisen for me to return to full-time primary teaching
at Richmond View School. Silas made a big sacrifice and gave up his building for a
year to be a stay-at-home dad while I found my feet back at work. We've both been
involved in teaching Sunday school and youth groups since before we met and I
guess my ambition has always been to tell as many kids about Jesus as possible.
After being here a year, Silas had it on his heart to encourage the young people we
have and outreach to more. 

The idea of SOLID ROCK is that it would be a relaxed family atmosphere where older children could feel welcome,
have some fun, find out more about the Bible and invite friends. Having run for two terms we are still a small but
important group of 10-14 kids (if you count our 4 who love being a part of all the fun). We meet fortnightly, have
dessert, a Bible story and some games. Throughout the winter season, spotlight has been popular. Hopefully, with
the lighter evenings, we'll get out for some soccer and we're hoping to arrange a bonfire for the end of term. All in
all, it's been great to get to know the kids and see them grow as a group and in their interest in the Bible.

Rebecca has kindly agreed to tell us a little about themselves. 

Our youth 'have a ball' at Nativity! Making friends at First Steps

Elaine Bignall - a surprise birthday treat!   

Nativity Album

Queen's Platinum Jubilee at Tunes 4 Tots

The Huge Tool Sale was held on Saturday 10th September 2022
A big thank you to Beverley Kingston and Team for organizing this.



Senior Community Constable  Russell Smith was the guest
speaker at our recent  AAW monthly meeting.

Russell gave common sense advice on how to be safe in
and around your home.

 

Close your windows when you go out, especially at the
back of your house.

 

Don't leave bicycles, garden tools or toys lying around.
Don't put door keys under the mat or in a flower pot

nearby. Have a secure lockbox.
 

If you have a side door to your garage, keep it locked. 
Always lock car doors on your property. 

Some people are ready to make mischief.
Phone and online scams are commonplace. 

Be aware of what's unusual.

A most enjoyable afternoon 
spent singing favourite hymns and

listening to organ items was 
held on 3rd July. 

 

 Thanks to Eileen Guard, Margaret
Hastings, Janet Guard, the team of
organists, and those who provided

afternoon tea.   Donations were
given towards the hall alterations.

AAW meetings are at 1.30 pm on 1st Wednesday of the month at Nativity.
You are welcome to come and join us.

- Heather Wadsworth (AAW Leader)

SENIOR COMMUNITY CONSTABLE RUSSELL SMITH
 

GUEST SPEAKER

Russell remained 
during afternoon tea 

to answer any questions.

NATIVITY 
ASSOCIATION 
OF ANGLICAN 

WOMEN



NEWS FROM OUR MISSIONARIES

Another of our grand old saints is saying farewell to Nativity and, in faith, moving on
into a new chapter of her life.  My dear friend Margaret Rodley has sold her home
and is crossing Cook Strait with her son and her car, to move into a retirement
village in Petone.  It is conveniently located between her son’s home in Lower Hutt 
 and her daughter’s home in Karori, so that they can enjoy time with her nearby.  It’s
a challenging prospect, leaving home, friends and familiar places to start again,
alone.  I did this when widowed and traumatized by Canterbury quakes eleven
years ago. That’s when I first came to Nativity and met Margaret.  Praise God that His
church is world wide, and He welcomes us all to be part of His family.

Margaret has deep links to Nativity.  She was born in Nelson 85+ years ago, the
daughter of an Anglican minister.  At two years of age her father moved to
Blenheim and took on the work of Nativity, St Christophers,  St Barnabas & St
Marks Rehabilitation Chapel.  The first home Margaret remembers is where our
current vicarage now stands, just 100 yards from our church.  It was not the
cosy home Glen and Sarah now dwell in; rather it was a rattly old Victorian
house where visitors were warned not to panic when it swayed.  The
movement was due to people moving around upstairs, not an earthquake! 

Thank you Margaret.  You and so many others have enriched our fellowship 
and contributed to the growth of Nativity’s ministries here in Blenheim.  
May God continue to guide and bless you as you find a new spiritual home; and let your light shine brightly.  
Please bring the loving greetings of our Nativity family to your new church family. Our loss is their gain.                               

By Rose Francis

We have been preparing(as much as we can from a distance) 
for Sasha and Sam's wedding, which will be on 7th October. 

We will be flying back to NZ in mid-September, and staying in Auckland for a week to
catch up with people we missed due to lockdowns last year. We'll then do the road
trip to Dunedin for the wedding. We are looking forward to being there a couple of
weeks before the wedding, to help Sasha and Sam with arrangements. 

We would appreciate your prayers for Sam and Sasha, that as they begin this
amazing journey together, they would have a sense of God's leading together, as
they start to make a home together, and seek his direction for their future. And please
pray for all of our travel plans - that things would go smoothly and we would be able
to get back to NZ without any further complications (we've already had a few!). 

After ten years on the mission field, Wayne and Bronwyn have returned permanently
to New Zealand. They arrived in time for the birth of their first grandchild.  They are
residing in Christchurch.  Thank you Bronwyn and Wayne for all the information and
photos you have faithfully sent back to us of your life of mission. We continue to pray
for you as you adjust to being in the 'small' city of Christchurch.  And we look forward
to hearing from you again as you mission amongst your community in NZ.

WELCOME BACK TO AOTEAROA BRONWYN AND WAYNE!

FROM CHRIS AND CATHERINE - CENTRAL ASIA

 A Spring Wedding

PAM NEAL
SECRETARY

DIOCESAN OVERSEAS
MISSION COUNCIL

ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIER - MARGARET RODLEY - GO WELL!



 An encounter with Jesus at the well, changed one woman's life and then her community. Over winter 'The
Well', a Focus Ministry event led by Revs. Kaye and Richard  Dyer, offered four opportunities at Nativity to
anyone in the Marlborough Deanery to be refreshed and grow closer to God. The following are reflections from
some of those who attended: 

THE WELL 

'Teaching, doing, listening, looking.
Loved how interactive it's been, covered

all the learning styles.' Janine 

'The teaching and small group work has
been valuable.  Useful that each session is

stand alone and not all just theory.'
Rachael 

'It's been amazing, enjoyed it, 
felt uplifted when you go home.' Lynn 

'Fantastic. I came along with Lynn. 10 out
of 10, can't fault power of testimony, all

great speakers.' John 

'The gift of spending time with people 
on the same journey.' Deborah 

'Been very interesting insights 
from others." Geoff 

'The practical element of working through
Jesus’ teaching and how we can relate it

to these days.' Colleen 

'Been reminded to follow 
your promptings and see what happens.' 

Pam 

'Very interesting, especially the
testimonies. Some of the teaching I

already knew but has been reinforced,
which is good.' Paul 

And we knew when we reached the last of the four sessions that 
winter was nearly over and spring just around the corner. 

I wonder what God has in store for us next? 

'Different angle than what I've been
used to. The participation and not

being put down when sharing.'
Caroline 

'The questions with the Bible story 
telling have been good.' Shirley 

'A safe place to talk about God things 
and non God things.' Robina 

By Raewyn Parkes



NATIVITY LIBRARY

Paul's prayers are 

He prayed for character
not for things.
His prayers are informed
and specific.
They are prompted by the
Spirit not demanding of
the Lord.

Miriam's choice. 
Here's a taster:

         centered on grace.

 sEPTEMBER'S SELECTION FROM THE LIBRARY

THE CHURCH LIBRARY IS MOVING!  
by Raewyn Parkes

Why? To make our wonderful and growing collection of books more accessible to everyone. Where? A lot of
thought has gone into this question. We will have a library in two halves. Part of it is moving into the
Counselling Room with Kathy Hammond's kind agreement. This is planned to happen on 11th October, after
the school holidays. The rest, in two to three years, into the side chapel. This will depend on how long the
strengthening of the church takes. 
The side chapel will then also be known as the Scriptorium, but can still be used as a chapel.   Scriptorium is
taken from the room where monks of old, both copied and illustrated the Bible and other Christian Literature.
What will join the two half of our library? Art, in the link corridor, as Vincent van Gogh wrote 'Art leads to God." 
What about the books that are not accessible until the church strengthening is completed?  All of us will be
able to view the list of books in our library on the church website. Work on this is near completion. In the
meantime, Roz is your 'go-to' person.                                                                                                                                  
Below is a selection of our books on prayer that we highly recommend.

Raewyn Parkes and Miriam Taylor have recently been appointed Nativity's Librarians



NATIVITY NEWS
SPONSORS

 QUEEN ELIZABETH II 

We honour and farewell our
Queen, a woman who has

been an inspiration to
millions because of her

authentic Christian faith,
her steadfast duty to her

nation and commonwealth,
her graciousness to all, and

her love for her family.

Thank You
to our

WEEKLY SERVICES
Sunday 8.00am

Sunday  10.00am
Thursday 10.00am

CHILDREN'S PROGRAMMES 
Sunday 10.00am 

(during School Term)
 

Friday 9.30am  - Tunes 4Tots

Everyone Welcome

CONTACT US
Nativity News Team:

Rose Francis, Jo Danks, 
Raewyn Parkes, Miriam Taylor

 

76 Alfred Street Blenheim
Ph. 03 5756864

www.nativity.org.nz

1926 -2022

King Charles III has vowed
to carry on Queen

Elizabeth's lifelong service. 
 

We pray for him and for
Camilla, Queen Consort,

as they serve.
 

May God bless and guard
them. God save the King.

 KING CHARLES III


