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The Church of The Nativity 

 

 

Vision Statement 

To be a loving, open fellowship committed 

to Jesus Christ 

 

Mission Statement 

To draw people to faith in Christ. To 

encourage people to grow in their 

commitment to Christ. To reach out 

beyond ourselves with the love of Christ. 
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Welcome to Blenheim, Marlborough! 

The Church of the Nativity is set in the heart of the Marlborough district and is 

characterised by committed long-term members of the parish. It is a 

medium-sized church with a strong focus on bible-based evangelical 

teaching within both services and care-cells, corporate worship, fellowship, 

and involvement in the local community. 

 

Blenheim 

Blenheim (population 31,600) is situated at the top of the South Island and is 

the largest town in Marlborough with a population of around 43,000. 

Marlborough is well known for its 

wine and aquaculture industries 

and has enjoyed significant 

growth over the past 19 years. 

It has the honour of being 

among the regions with the 

highest number of sunshine 

hours and the lowest number of 

wet days in the country. Each 

season brings its own appeal, 

from the heat of summer to the 

long clear still days of autumn 

with a blaze of colour. Winter is 

short and brings snow to the 

Rainbow Ski Field situated less 

than 2 hours away. Spring arrives with the cherry blossoms. 

For those with an interest in the outdoors there are unparalleled opportunities, 

including: 

• boating in the Marlborough Sounds 

• hunting, fishing, kayaking and tramping within the province 

• skiing at Rainbow Ski Field, and 

• safe and sheltered swimming at the beach at White’s Bay 

  

https://marlboroughnz.com/
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What you can expect 

Blenheim is well situated in the North of the South Island. Christchurch is only 

4 hours by car and Nelson 1½ hours away. Wellington can be accessed by 

ferry or a 20 min plane flight.  

 

Blenheim offers a good range of shopping and there is a fine selection of 

cafés and restaurants, ranging from casual to fine dining. 

 

Blenheim has a good range of 

primary schools, most of which 

cater to Years 1-6 and some which 

go through to year 8. There is one 

intermediate school (Years 7-8) and 

Marlborough Girls’ College and 

Marlborough Boys’ College which 

are planning to combine 

campuses within the next five years. 

Blenheim also has an excellent 

Christian school, Richmond View, 

which is currently expanding from 

primary into secondary education. 

Nelson Marlborough Institute of 

Technology has a tertiary branch in 

Marlborough with varied courses, 

many of which focus on the 

viticulture industry. 

 

Wairau hospital, part of the Nelson-

Marlborough Hospital Board, 

provides modern facilities and a 

very good community hospice. 

 

For further information about what Marlborough has to offer, see 

www.marlborough.govt.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_schools_in_the_Marlborough_Region
http://www.bohally.school.nz/
https://www.mgc.school.nz/
https://www.mbc.school.nz/
https://www.rvs.school.nz/
https://www.nmit.ac.nz/
https://www.nmit.ac.nz/
https://www.nmdhb.govt.nz/hospitals-and-community-services/hospitals/wairau-hospital/
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/
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About Nativity 

Nativity’s vision statement is the core of what we 

stand for. This vision statement is owned by both 

leaders and people and expresses how we want to 

relate to each other, those we are trying to reach and 

the Lord of the Church. 

We are a parish with a proud history and a legacy of connecting with the heart of 

Blenheim, goodwill in the community, a mana and engagement that has been 

insufficiently nurtured in recent years but still a place regarded and appreciated by the 

wider community.  

We have notably strong foundations:  we sustain a variety of forms or worship, services 

and music that are welcoming and attractive to a diverse congregation, an active care 

cell ministry and several locally focussed ministries lead diligently and faithfully by 

members of the congregation, laity and clergy. 

We are fortunate to have a congregation that has a solid faithful core celebrating a 

shared sense of belonging, family and warmth, with an aspiration, energy and ambition 

for outward focused ministry and buildings / assets with untapped potential to serve 

existing and new ministries. 

 

Vision and Hope for the Future 

 
 

Building on our many strong foundations, there is work to be done to bring more clarity, 

form and cohesion to our emerging vision. We see compelling opportunities and 

possibilities ahead, centred on being: 

• a more integrated, connected, loving and influential church family. 

• a strong and vital part of the diocese, for it to be a leader in the deanery, a hub 

for preaching and teaching resources, clergy development, ministry support, 

facilities and administrative resources. 

• deeply reconnected and engaged with Blenheim, understanding the real needs 

of the community and the ministry opportunities that lie therein.  

• at the heart of civic life, a focal point for national and civic occasions.  

• in strong partnership, collaboration and fellowship with the wider Christian 

community.  

‘To be a loving, open 

fellowship committed to 

Jesus Christ” 
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Services 

Corporate worship 

Sunday Worship Services are held at 8am, 10am and 5.30pm. There is also a service on 

Thursday mornings. Each service expresses its own distinctive flavour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Teaching 

Preaching is shared by the clergy with lay people participating from time to time. 

 

Music  

Music plays a key part in all worship services. Traditional worship consists of our church 

choir during 8am and the organ being utilised during the 8 and 10am services. 

Contemporary music teams lead the 10am and Canvas services.  

8am 

Traditional 

prayer book 

service with 

choir, and a 

1662 service 

once per 

month 

10am 

Family focused 

incorporating 

children and 

youth for the first 

15 minutes before 

they go out to 

their programmes. 

The first Sunday of 

each month is an 

all-age service. 

5:30pm 

CANVAS 

This all-age service 

is held in the hall 

and designed as 

an interactive and 

flexible service for 

families, youth 

and others. 

Midweek 

Worship service, 

usually traditional 

in nature with 

communion. 

Our desire is 

that corporate 

worship is 

based on 

strong 

evangelical 

teaching. 
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Ministries 

 

 

 

Dedicated teams run ministries to the 

young people of our church family and 

beyond.  

 

 

 

 

 

To encourage further growth, we expect our vicar to support these with regular 

personal interactions with leaders, children and families to enable them to connect 

more with ministries such as weddings, baptisms and church life as a whole. 

 

 

Children & Young Families 

First Steps is held in the Nativity Lounge 

and is a place where children under 

five spend time building foundations to 

their faith in story, play, crafts, singing 

and more.  

Morning tea is provided for children 

each week. 

 

First Steps Nativity Kids 

Nativity Kids, aimed at children aged 

between 5 and 12 years old, meets on 

Sundays during the 10am service. 

Children meet together for games, 

storytelling and morning tea before 

breaking into their groups to further 

unpack the Bible message through 

craft and other activities. 

Tunes 4 Tots is a fun time for children 

and their carers. We meet weekly in the 

hall of Nativity church.  

It is an opportunity for children 0-6yrs to 

come together for music and play.  

Morning tea for both adults and 

children is provided. 

 

Tunes for Tots 

Several of our church families attend 

the 5:30pm service held on Sundays. 

Within this service children are invited 

to participate alongside adults. 

 

 

Canvas 
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Here at Nativity, we believe in developing 

our young people as leaders and life-long 

disciples of Jesus Christ. Our approach to 

youth ministry reflects this, as we have 

different spaces of belonging during the 

week for our young people to reach them 

where they are at in the present season of 

their lives and based on their unique 

needs. 

 

 

We expect the vicar to nurture, support, grow and equip the youth ministry leaders to 

enable them to disciple and grow young people in Jesus.  

Misfits 

Our boys group meets weekly with a 

number of men in our community and is 

largely a role-modelled and relational 

form of discipling.  

 

The Gallery 

Our girls group takes a serious look at 

approaches to the Bible and ways to 

encounter and discern the presence of 

God.  

 

Thursday Afternoon 

Our new group is designed for those 

new to the faith and is a place where 

we explore together the fundamentals 

of the Christian Faith and what it means 

to be a follower of Jesus today.  

Sunday Morning 

Open for any youth at the 10am 

Service, this group is focused on having 

fun, developing our understanding of 

God and the Bible and building a sense 

of belonging with the wider church 

family.   

Youth 
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Mission at Home 

The people of Nativity strive to 

make it a church where all are 

welcomed and accepted. 

People are encouraged to 

discover and use their gifts in 

the service of others and our 

Lord. 

 

 

 

Within Nativity there are many Care Cells. 

The most common reason for being is to 

provide a place for a small group of 

people to meet, to have fellowship 

together, study the Bible, support each 

other through prayer, and be available for 

each other during the week. 

As well as helping people be connected with others in the parish, the Care Cells provide 

opportunities for members to experience leadership, ministering to others, and providing 

pastoral care in a safe environment. 

The Care Cells play a key role in the life of the church and stand alongside the corporate 

worship held primarily on Sundays, likened to each wing of a bird, where both are 

operating together the bird will fly well. Both corporate worship and Care Cells act as a 

barometer for the church. 

Over the past few years there has been a waning of the role of our Care Cells; going 

forward we recognise that effort needs to be put into this vital ministry to ensure our care 

cells are a vibrant, healthy, sustainable and visible part of the church body. 

 

 
 

Nativity has a number of ministries that 

seek to engage with and serve the local 

community.  

We have had a good profile in the 

Blenheim community through its past and 

present programmes, including Divorce 

Care and special events such as RSA 

memorial services and Carols in the Park.  

Nativity and its parishioners currently have 

connections with/or organise the 

following outreach programmes: 

• Tunes for Tots 

• An annual remembrance service for 

people who have lost loved ones. 

• Food Bank 

• Association of Anglican Women 

• Counselling Ministry 

• Blue Door Op Shop 

• Marriage and Baptism preparation 

• Prayer ministry 

• LINK, a social afternoon for seniors 

• Pastoral care team 

• Rest home services 

• Coffee Connections – Women’s 

coffee group 

Care Cells 
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We have broadened our horizons in 

a more determined way towards 

overseas mission.  Since 2004 teams 

of church members have gone to 

the Anglican Church in the Solomon 

Islands and North Vanuatu. 

As well as ministering to these 

churches we have assisted in 

practical ways including building 

projects and by providing 

educational and other materials to 

these communities. 

Nativity continues to support NZ CMS 

with regular donations as well as 

further support for four missionary 

families with connections to Nativity. 

Vanuatu seasonal workers also 

worship at Nativity and are 

incorporated into church activities 

whenever possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mission Abroad 

Nativity has always had a 

strong link to overseas 

missions and wishes to 

remain outward focussed, 

supporting our people 

corporately and 

individually. 
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Marlborough Deanery 

There is considerable potential for growth in our relationship with other parishes across 

Marlborough. Vestries of deanery have met together to discuss the ways they can work 

together to effectively utilise resources while still retaining each parish’s individual 

character. The outcome of this discussion is shown below: 
 

 

 

 

  

Strengths 

The large facilities at Nativity are ideal 

for big events and special services – the 

Marlborough ‘Cathedral’ at times in 

role and function and its ‘visibility’ in 

Blenheim.  

In the past it has acted as a resource for 

smaller parishes in the areas of music 

and Sunday School materials. Clergy in 

smaller parishes have valued having 

Nativity clergy as sounding boards 

when there are issues to be sorted 

through. 

 

Potential 

Nativity is ideally located to be a 

ministry hub but not ‘The Leader’. It can 

provide resources for other parishes and 

be an influential voice into the 

community.  

Nativity can provide valuable linkage 

between parishes and help clergy work 

more as a team. 

There is a need and a willingness to 

have closer administrative cooperation 

– perhaps phone and computer 

networking – this would be an 

expression of a more combined vision 

and co-operation within the deanery.  

Nativity could provide staffing to 

support youth and elder care, for 

example. If Nativity had an 

experienced priest as Vicar, smaller 

parishes could have less experienced 

ministers, knowing there was some 

support and oversight for them. 
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Our People 

The church is led by a committed team of clergy and lay 

people with an emphasis on all parishioners being 

involved in ministry. 

Currently we are being led by Rev. Richard Dyer, Priest-

in-Charge with five non-stipendiary priests and two part-

time youth workers. The balance of the team is made up 

of a parish administrator, a receptionist, a counsellor and 

a parish nurse.  

All these positions are part-time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revd. Captain Richard Dyer & 

Revd. Kaye Dyer 

 

Kathy Hammond 

Counsellor 
 

Jan Burrough 

Receptionist 

 

Raewyn Parkes 

Parish Nurse 

 

Jody Jansen van Vuuren 

Youth Intern 

 

Kathy Taylor 

Administrator 

 

Miriam Taylor 

Priest 

John Neal 

Priest 

Kevin Thompson 

Priest 
Rose Newton 

Youth Worker 

Chris Donaldson 

Priest 
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Facilities 

The church is a feature landmark that has provided 

ministry since 1861. 

The complex includes an administration centre (offices 

and seminar room), parish hall, kitchen, lounge and 

counselling rooms. 

Sections of our buildings are currently considered an 

earthquake risk and so will need to be strengthened. 

A current proposal has been put forward to renovate the 

hall to create a more user-friendly environment that will 

be future-proofed and provide stability while the main 

church is undergoing strengthening. 
 

We see the facilities supporting the mission of the church. 

The Vicar needs to play an active role in helping clarify 

the mission-based use of the facilities in conjunction with 

the Vestry of the church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St Barnabas Chapel The church has a youth centre called St Barnabas 

Chapel (Barnies). This was the original church for 

Blenheim, built on a site in Springlands and called St 

Barnabas. It was moved to the current site to provide 

additional facilities. 

Barnies has been refurbished and is useful for small 

gatherings, such as weddings, funerals, family group 

conferences, youth events and the midweek service. 

Nativity Courts There are six retirement homes situated within the 

grounds. Four are currently owned by the occupiers 

under a ‘license to occupy’ with the Church responsible 

for the sections and administrative oversight. 

 The remaining two are owned by the parish and are 

rented out. 

Vicarage & Flat Nativity has a 4-bedroom vicarage with spacious 
section situated on-site.  This boasts a fire and heat 
pump, a recently refurbished kitchen, off-street parking, 
garage/ workshop and carport.   

An attached 1-bedroom flat with separate entrance is 
currently rented to a parishioner. 
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Statistics at a glance (2018) 

Annual church budgeted income/expenditure $372,000 

Average weekly attendance 150 

Average weekly attendance under 16 years 31 

Average annual number of weddings 7 

Average annual number of Baptisms 6 

Average annual number of Funerals 20 

 

Financial Position 

The parish has spent time forecasting where it could be over the next five years in terms 

of its finances. Looking back has been part of this process. Due to changes in 

congregation numbers, achieving a balanced operating account has not always been 

easy. However, we hope that we have arrested the current decline. 

Some of the current and medium-term issues we face include some large maintenance 

items which are becoming urgent e.g. painting, carpet, carpark resealing. Also, 

replacement of capital items such as computers, data projectors, sound equipment, 

furniture etc. 

Nativity also faces future major building costs for earthquake strengthening of the 

church, and realistically the other buildings are in need of significant upgrading. Trust 

Funds have been used to prop up day-to-day expenses in recent years. However, 

assuming falling giving is arrested, there is budgeted to be operating surpluses after 

2019. 

Major fundraising activities are proposed to be undertaken to finance the building 

projects. Nativity is a church with good assets and significant Trust Funds.   

With good 

leadership and 

the development 

of a sound plan 

for the future, 

there is good 

reason for 

optimism. 
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Who we are looking for 

 

 

The people of Nativity want to continue 

to grow and mature in their faith and 

seek to be a beacon within the local 

community. 

In order to continue to move forward we 

believe that we require a leader with the 

necessary gifts and ability to lead a 

moderate-sized church; a person who is 

able to support, nurture and encourage 

a team of both clergy and lay. 

A person with many of the following attributes: 

• Currently or willing to be ordained as an Anglican priest, following the faith 

and standards upheld by the Nelson Diocese of the Anglican Church 

• Apostolic gifts and discernment.  

• Able to communicate vision and bring others to that vision. 

• A spiritually mature teacher and an engaging evangelical preacher. 

• Able to both serve and lead in an authentic, relational manner. 

• Possesses a positive, prayerful mindset. 

• Able to effectively prioritise, coordinate and delegate ministry work through 

careful nurture, enabling and emboldening others in faith and pursuit of 

ministries  

• Proactively engages with the community, focussing strategically on building 

relationships that enable us to get to the heart of need in the community 

and play a part in meeting those needs, collaboratively as a trusted partner. 

• Willing and able to strengthen Nativity’s contribution to Blenheim’s civic life.  

• Able to maintain a ‘holistic’ perspective of the parish, without getting lost in 

administering detail. Keeping an oversight on the health of the church; 

connecting the finest elements of Nativity so that the sum of the parts is 

stronger than individual elements. 

• Able to harness their own gifts and strengths, whilst using the gifts and 

strength of others to balance areas of weakness. 

• Able to have courageous conversations when necessary both within the 

church and wider community, to take a stand for the good of the whole and 

encourage healthy, strong and productive relationships. 

• Ability to set clear expectations and hold people to account. 
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If you are up to the challenge of leading us to become a community truly fit for the 

effective sharing of the gospel in the local community, more mission-oriented; if you are 

concerned about ministry to all age-groups, committed to team-ministry (both 

ordained and lay), committed to a cell-based church, aware of the importance of 

prayer and the outworking of the Holy Spirit; and if you are committed to diversity of 

worship and sound Biblical teaching then Nativity is the church for you. 

 

The Church of The Nativity is a church of opportunities! 
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Nativity Anglican Church 

76 Alfred Street 

Blenheim 7201 


